
Newspaper references to Daniel Hartley, The Preston Prodigy 
 

The Times, Sept 04, 1837  
(This article, with some variation, appears in several newspapers.) 
 
"THE PRESTON PRODIGY. - We once on a former occasion brought the boy Daniel Hartley, son of 
John Hartley, New Preston, flagger and slater, before our readers, and we now present him again to 
satisfy them that he is in a thriving condition, and likely enough, if his life be spared, to be "a man of 
weight in the county." Daniel was twelve years old on the 16th instant, and now weighs 16 stone. 
That he is a descendant of the race of giants may very safely be inferred from the circumstances of 
his having on each foot six toes, and on each hand five fingers and a thumb. The immense weight of 
flesh with which he seems to be encumbered appears not to have abated any of the feelings of 
vivacity and spirit that lads of his age are wont to enjoy, but, on the contrary, his capacious paunch 
and rubicund cheeks make him "look the character" of contentment and good humour "to the life." 
And as these appearances have in London been at all times considered indisputable indications of 
aldermanic claims, we doubt not that they will be irresistible in gaining for Daniel great corporate 
distinction. We shall only add, that the mother of Daniel, about a month ago, presented her husband 
and the world with another six-fingered son, but it is no rival in possessing also a multiplicity of toes. 
There are other children in the same family, but they are not remarkable for differing from the 
common run of mortals. Daniel will therefore be, par excellence, "the great man of the house." - 
Preston Pilot." 
 
 

Bristol Mercury, March 22, 1845 
 
TREAT FOR THE EASTER HOLIDAYS 
 
GIGANTIC FAT BOY 
 
Now exhibiting at the Large Room, SHIP TAVERN, OLD MARKET STREET. Master Daniel Hartley, the 
noted LANCASHIRE FAT BOY. This phenomenon of nature is only 17 years of age, stands 5 feet 10 
inches high, and is the astonishing weight of 44 stones, measures round his body 7 feet 6 in., round 
his thigh 41 inches. He has five fingers and a thumb on each hand, and six toes on each foot; is also 
double jointed, and possesses excellent symmetry and pleasing features, with a beautiful fair skin. 
 
The above Youth may be seen with his Mother, who is of normal stature - what is most remarkable, 
her having two sons born such wonderful prodigies, and a large family of natural growth. 
 
Read the 2nd Samuel xxi. 20, where you will find that in ancient days giants were born with six 
fingers on each hand, six toes on each foot - twenty-four in number. 
 
Master Hartley is accompanied by the DEVONSHIRE DWARF, the Smallest Man of the human race 
now in existence! This astonishing little gentleman is a native of Buckland Brewer, in Devonshire; is 
35 years of age, weighs only 45lbs., and measures 36 inches in height. He is beautifully proportined, 
and forms an interesting contrast to the GIANT BOY. 
 
 



The Era, Nov 30, 1845 
 
"BIRTH EXTRAORDINARY. - The greatest treat ever offered to the public ; the 
great Goliath of the day, or the wonder of the age, Master Daniel Hartley, the extra 
jointed Lancashire Giant, not to be equalled in the world, having six fingers on each 
hand, and six toes on each foot, weighing forty-four stone, fourteen pounds to the 
stone, standing five feet ten inches in height; accompanied by his parents, who may 
also be seen. He is accompanied and contrasted by Mr. Thomas Bartlett, the 
diminutive man, being thirty-five years of age, weighing the small weight of forty-five 
pounds, 
 
Now exhibiting at No.12, Cheltenham-place, Westminster-road, Lambeth. Open 
from Twelve till Nine at night." 
 
 

Hampshire Advertiser, June 6, 1846 
 
Newport, Saturday June 6. 
 
THE FAIR. - Our Whitsun Fair commenced on Monday, and was well attended during the three days - 
a matter of congratulation, perhaps, were it a "business fair." There were all kinds of "draws;" and 
not the least attractive of these novelties was a real living Lord, which the public were invited to 
inspect, whose presidency at a tea party, and sermon to conclude, at the low charge of 1s, was 
announced by large placard. If we may judge from the crowds they drew, we fancy they all reaped a 
rich harvest. The father of Daniel Hartley, the fat boy, died somewhat suddenly in the caravan on 
Tuesday, on account of which the exhibition was closed during the remainder of the fair. 
 
 

The Preston Guardian, Feb 13, 1847 
 
(Advertisement) 
 
BIRTHS EXTRAORDINARY 
ON MONDAY NEXT WILL BE EXHIBITED, 
AT NO. 118, FISHERGATE, PRESTON, 
 
From 11 to 3 for Private Parties, and from 6 to 9 for Public Exhibition, 
The Giant Brothers! 
Patronized By Royalty! 
For a short time only! 
 
HARTLEY'S UNEQUALLED EXHIBITION. 
 
TO BE SEEN ALIVE! In a commodious Shop, fitted up expressly for the 
occasion, No. 118, Fishergate, MASTER DANIEL HARTLEY, the PRESTON GIANT 
BOY - after an absence of seven years - the great Goliath of modern times, or the 
Wonder of the Age ! This truly wonderful production of nature, although now but 17 
years of age, is a native of Preston, in Lancashire, is not less than 5 ft. 10 in. in 
height, and is the astonishing weight of 44 stones, 14lbs. to the stone, or 616 lbs.; 



measures round his body 7 ft. 6 in., round his thigh 41 in. When three days old he 
weighed 22 lbs.; at the age of 14 months he weighted 63 lbs., and could then carry 
28lbs. with ease. At the age of 9 years he weighed 18 stones, and could easily raise 
four 56 lbs. weights above his head; since which period he has been daily and 
rapidly increasing in height, size, and strength. What renders him so much more 
remarkable, is, his being possessed of the same wonderful attributes which marked 
the giants of the olden time, viz, that of having Six Fingers on each Hand, and Six 
Toes on each Foot ! for we read in the Holy Scriptures, 2nd book of Samuel, 
chap.xxi, v, 20., that in those days the race giants were born with six fingers on each 
hand, and six toes on each foot, the same as is now to be seen in the person of 
Master DANIEL HARTLEY! He is also Double Jointed, possessed of excellent 
symmetry, pleasing features, solid fiésh, with a very fair skin, and is acknowledged to 
be the greatest prodigy of nature ever seen. 
 
AN INFANT BROTHER ! who unfortunately died in Manchester, on April 13th, 
1839, at the early age of 18 months, was also possessed of the same’ wonderful and 
giant-like properties, having, like his colossal brother, the same. remarkable: 
attributes on the hands and feet. Although so young, he then weighed 51/2 stones, 
and, had he lived, would, no doubt, have rivalled (if not exceeded) the stupendous 
dimensions of his brother. A wax work model, from the original plaster of Paris cast, 
taken by Dr. Redcliff, of Manchester, is to be seen, fully exhibiting the wonderful 
proportions of the infant. Had he lived (in conjunction with his brother), they would 
have proved two of the Greatest Living Wonders ever witnessed. They are 
accompanied by their mother, who is of the ordinary stature. 
 
As a contrast to these modern Goliaths, there is the DEVONSHIRE DWARF ! Mr. 
Thomas BARTLETT, the Man in Miniature. This extraordinary little gentlemen is a 
native of Buckland Brewer, in Devonshire. He is 35 years of age, of the exceedingly 
small weight of 46 lbs., measuring 36 inches in height, beautifully proportioned, has 
pleasing features, and is remarkably intelligent and well educated; and when 
exhibited with the Giant Boy, they are acknowledged to be the greatest curiosities 
and contrasts nature ever produced, the Boy of seventeen being nearly fourteen 
times as large as the Man of thirty-five. - 
 
ADMISSION- MODERATE. 
Private Families admitted by giving one hour's notice. 
 
 

The Preston Guardian, May 26, 1849 
(Identity not certain.) 
 
"WIGAN FAIR FREAKS. - Thomas Berry charged Daniel Hartley with breaking 
his stall, on Saturday night last, in the fair, and refusing to pay damages. Defendant 
said he did not know anything about it; for he was so "glorious" that he did not know 
he was in the lock-up next morning, until somebody told him. Ordered to pay the 
damage and expenses, amounting to 5s. 9d." 
 
 



The Era, Oct 27, 1850 
 
(Provincial Theatricals, Bury St Edmunds) 
 
"Hartley's Exhibition has been open here for the last week, and the patronage 
bestowed upon it has been very great. Master Daniel Hartley, the modern Goliath, 
with six fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot, only eighteen years of age, 
lifts the enormous weight of six hundred and fifty-eight pounds, accompanied by 
Master Thomas Bartlett, the man in miniature, forty-five pounds weight and thirty-six 
inches in height. This exhibition only remains in town for a few days longer, and then 
proceeds to Ely." 
 
 

Welshman, August 13, 1852 
 
(Carmarthen Lammas Fair) 
 
“The pleasure Fair was, as usual, attended by a number of shows of various 
descriptions, whose keepers vied with each other as to the amount of vociferation 
and boisterous declamation they could accomplish during the day, to the great 
delectation doubtless of the gaping multitude, but to the utter disgust of “ears polite”. 
We must, however, make an honourable exception in favour of one exhibition which 
really was of an astounding and singular description. It was described in the 
handbills as containing “The Goliath of Modern Times, Master Daniel Hartley," who is 
of the astonishing weight of 37 stone or 518 pounds, and has six fingers on each 
hand, and six toes on each of his feet. This monster of the human race is a curiosity 
of the genus homo that should be seen by all who have the opportunity of doing so, 
for he is really and verily a surpassing prodigy, and well worthy attention. He is 
accompanied by a dwarf measuring only 36 inches in height, although 35 years of 
age, and the contrast is most amusing.” 
 
 

The Era, Jan 9, 1853 
 
"THE PRESTON PRODIGY. - We once on a former occasion brought Daniel 
Hartley before our readers, and we now present him again to satisfy them that he is 
in a thriving condition. The weight of Daniel is thirty-seven stone, fourteen pound to 
the stone ; that he is a descendant of the race of giants may very safely be inferred 
from the circumstance of his having on each hand six fingers, and on each foot six 
toes, four-and-twenty in number. The Devonshire Dwarf, or man in miniature, Mr. 
Thomas Bartlett, a native of Devonshire, now thirty-five years of age, and only fortyfive pounds in 
weight, is also exhibiting in Aberdare, South Wales." 
 
  



The Aberdeen Journal, Dec 17, 1862 
 
(Between the reports of a prize-fight and the suicide of an accountant.) 
 
"DEATH OF A CHARACTER. Died, at Aberdare, Glamorganshire, suddenly, 
November 26, Mr Daniel Hartley, the well-known "fat man," who had travelled, and 
been exhibited, for the last twenty years through every town in Great Britain. 
Deceased had six perfect fingers on each hand, and six perfect toes on each foot. 
He weighed, a little before his death, thirty stone, but when in full health he weighed 
thirty-seven stone. He was twenty-eight years of age." 
 
 

Aberdare Leader 2 September 1905 
 
Mountain Ash Jottings. 
BY LUCIFER. 
 
In Scripture we read of "a man of great stature, whose fingers and toes were four and twenty: six on 
each hand and six on each foot." On a tombstone in Aberdare cemetery we read the following:- "In 
memory of Mr David Hartley, native of Preston, in Lancashire, who died suddenly on the 26th 
November, 1862, at Mountain Ash, Aberdare, Glamorganshire, aged 28 years - the well-known fat 
man, who had travelled and had been exhibited for the last 20 years through every town in Great 
Britain. Deceased had six perfect fingers on each band and six perfect toes on each foot. He weighed 
a little before his death 30 stone, but when in full health he weighed 37 stone." 
 
Forty-three years ago Mountain Ash, it appears from this epitaph, was an insignificant little village, 
which could not be located without the addition of "Aberdare, Glam.," not even with an R S.O. 
attached. The fact that it entertained a multi-fingered giant must have added considerably to its 
stature and status at that time, just as at the present time the entertaining of the allured National Ali 
Baba by the Forty Thieves has made quite a sensation in the town. 
 
If that giant were alive and available this summer I am sure the keen-eyed Eisteddfod Committee 
would have annexed him. What a valuable asset he would have been for a side show of the Welsh 
Commercial Exposition of 1905! 
 


